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GRADUATE STUDIES
Graduate Studies (http://www.csuchico.edu/graduatestudies/) 
Student Services Center 460 
530-898-6880 
530-898-3342 (fax) 
Email: graduatestudies@csuchico.edu 
Dean: Sharon A. Barrios

Graduate programs at Chico have earned a distinguished reputation since 
the first was organized more than 70 years ago. Master's degrees were 
authorized in 1949, and the first degree was awarded in 1950. Currently, 
about 1,200 students are enrolled at the postbaccalaureate level, and 
more than 300 students complete a master's degree each year in any one 
of many degrees and options.

These programs are diverse—ranging from those in the social sciences, 
humanities, and fine arts to those in the natural sciences, engineering, 
and computer science. Professional degrees are also awarded in 
business, education, nursing, psychology, public administration, 
communication sciences and disorders, and social work. Many graduates 
have gone on to complete doctoral studies and other terminal degrees 
and have established themselves in academia, law, and medicine; others 
now enjoy successful careers in industry, education, business, and public 
service.

Organization of the Graduate Programs
The Dean of Graduate Studies is responsible for graduate education. 
Faculty and students serve on two bodies to assist with this 
responsibility.

The Graduate Council
The Graduate Council is the University's policy-making and curriculum 
review body for graduate programs. It ensures that faculty participate in 
the formulation of graduate policies.

The Council of Graduate Students
The Council of Graduate Students is a forum in which graduate students 
can learn about graduate policies and procedures, express their ideas and 
needs related to graduate studies, and formulate recommendations to the 
Graduate Council.

Nature of Graduate Education
Graduate education is advanced study in a specific program that goes 
substantially beyond upper-division coursework in that area. Graduate 
study requires greater independence on the part of the student, is 
intended to develop in-depth knowledge in the subject area, and further 
acquaints the student with research techniques so that the student can 
later make significant contributions to their chosen field.

The master's degree consists of a coherent, carefully planned, and 
approved pattern of courses. These courses may be conducted as

• advanced lectures,
• seminars in which faculty and students are actively involved in the 

study of critical issues,
• independent studies, and
• research conducted under faculty supervision.

The graduate student is expected to master advanced coursework as well 
as independent study and research or creative scholarly activity.

The 600-level course series is open only to graduate students and 
requires the identification and examination of new theories or principles 
and the application of these theories or principles to new concepts, 
problems, issues, or materials. These courses demand extensive use of 
bibliographic and other resources (with an emphasis on both original 
and secondary sources available in the Meriam Library and through 
Interlibrary Loan), the conduct of laboratory studies, and research 
or professional practice in the field. The successful completion of a 
graduate course demands creative thinking at a level substantially 
beyond what is normally expected in undergraduate classes. While 
some coursework for the master's degree may be in upper-division 
400/500-level classes, graduate students should expect requirements 
and responsibilities beyond those expected of the undergraduates in the 
same class.

The intellectual interaction among graduate students and their faculty 
is the most significant factor in postbaccalaureate study. At least 60 
percent of the coursework for the master's degree will be in small classes 
intended for graduate students only. The professors provide exceptional 
attention to the intellectual needs of each student. Working with student 
peers in small groups also provides intellectual challenges, support, and 
camaraderie.

The principal mission of Graduate Studies is to work with the graduate 
programs to achieve and maintain quality and to produce graduates 
who have begun to develop a genuine mastery of a discipline and who 
give promise of developing further because they are intellectually and 
professionally curious and independent. Graduate study is an opportunity, 
as well as a significant challenge, and requires a commitment to careful 
planning and dedicated, persistent scholarship.

Programs
• Interdisciplinary Studies Master's (https://catalog.csuchico.edu/

colleges-departments/graduate-studies/interdisciplinary-studies-
master/)

See Course Description Symbols and Terms (https://
catalog.csuchico.edu/academic-standards-policies/course-description-
symbols-terms/) for an explanation of course description terminology 
and symbols, the course numbering system, and course credit units.

 Interdisciplinary Studies
IDST 689  Internship   1-6 Units  
Typically Offered: Fall and spring  
This course is an internship offered for 1.0-6.0 units. You must register 
with a supervising faculty member. 0 hours supervision.  (004856)  
Grade Basis: Credit/No Credit  
Repeatability: You may take this course for a maximum of 15 units  
Course Attributes: Graduate Division  

IDST 697  Independent Study   1-6 Units  
Typically Offered: Fall and spring  
Students may register for Independent Study with department. 9 hours 
supervision.  (004859)  
Grade Basis: Report in Progress: Graded  
Repeatability: You may take this course for a maximum of 6 units  
Course Attributes: Graduate Division  
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IDST 698  Special Topics   1-3 Units  
Prerequisite: Department permission.  
Typically Offered: Fall and spring  
This course is for special topics offered for 1.0-3.0 units. Typically the 
topic is offered on a one-time-only basis and may vary from term to term 
and be different for different sections. See the Class Schedule for the 
specific topic being offered. 3 hours seminar.  (004858)  
Grade Basis: Graduate Graded  
Repeatability: You may take this course for a maximum of 12 units  
Course Attributes: Graduate Division  

IDST 699T  Master's Thesis   1-6 Units  
Typically Offered: Fall and spring  
Students may register for 1.0-6.0 units. 9 hours supervision.  (004861)  
Grade Basis: Report in Progress: CR/NC  
Repeatability: You may take this course for a maximum of 6 units  
Course Attributes: Graduate Division  
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